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Satouta sit near him,— he being the only one who had
been faithful and persevering in his purpose,— hon-
ored him before all the Chief Men of his Nation, as-
cribed to him the feast he made for them, and sent
some presents to his friends. All this showed the
Hurons that [180] we loved their Nation, but it did
not make them immediately decide to let us have
their children. The Assembly over, we were almost
losing hope of being able to begin the Seminary that
year; when all at once our Lord, solicited by the
prayers of old and of new France, moved one of
these Barbarians, and caused him to hold a council
with the chief Hurons, in which he spoke so eloquent-
ly in favor of the Seminary, and of the benefit they
might expect from the alliance with the French, that
the Captains enjoined two young men to bear Satouta
Company, and remain with us. You can imagine
how this news raised our courage and animated our
hopes, which, indeed, were now faltering. We can
most truly say that Deus deducit ad inferos et reduci[t,]
attollit et deprimit, exaltat et humiliat. Here we are
now with three young men instead of twelve little
Seminarists, as we expected. As time was pressing
us, Monsieur the Commandant gave us passage with
these three lads to go down to Kebec. Scarcely had
we departed, when another band of Hurons, arriving
at the three Rivers, and learning what had happened,
gave us three more, whom sieur Nicolet brought to
Kebec. A little while afterwards, other [181] Hu-
rons, arriving unexpectedly at this same place, the
three Rivers, offered some of their children also, say-
ing that nothing else was talked about along the
great river but the decision the Hurons had made to
stay with the French,—that it would be discussed a



